NOTES                                       409
believe in the truthfulness of the present struggle. There is no
earthly reason why, if non-violence was a preparation for violence,
I should not say so. When I have committed several offences
against the state law, why should I hesitate to say that the present
struggle is a preparation for violence? As a matter of fact, not
only do I believe a bloodless revolution to be perfectly possible,
but many others implicitly believe in non-violence for the purpose
of gaining India's freedom. The Ali Brothers absolutely say what
they mean and mean what they say. They believe in the use of
physical force, i.e., violence, under certain circumstances; but they
believe that the circumstances of India do not warrant the use
of violence. When "unity and discipline" are attained, we who
are thirty crores will consider it unmanly and beneath our dignity
to do violence to one lakh of Englishmen. It is want of cohesive
thought, calmness and charity in the face of fraud and terrorism,
which is responsible for the still lingering impotent rage in our
midst. And it is because I believe implicitly in non-violence and
believe that violence is ruinous for India, that I have said that
when violence becomes the creed of India, I should seek the
shelter of the Himalayas.
Is KHADI A PASSING PHASE?
The same writer further asks :
Is it possible that when you will concentrate your energy upon some
other part of the programme and pay less attention to the agitation of
swadeshi, khadi may lose its popularity and people may revert to old
fineries? Is not this inferable from the illustration of students now
pouring in large numbers in Government schools and colleges which
suffered tremendous loss at an hour when withdrawing students was
the topic of the day?
The illustration chosen is not happy. The schools and col-
leges have never recovered from the blow given by the agitation
to their prestige. No doubt many who left under excitement have
reverted to their old haunts. But witness Sir Ashutosh Mukherjee's
wail over the loss suffered by the Bengal colleges. The corres-
pondent is probably unaware of the fact that the leaven is still
working. But in any case the school agitation was confined to an
infinitesimal number and was in its nature of a temporary charac-
ter, whereas swadeshi applies to every man, woman and child in
India. It is of a permanent nature. Swadeshi is not to be
suspended on the attainment of swaraj which is impossible without
swadeshi. Lastly, reversion to foreign fineries is an expensive thing.